Hullord Maurice

im the Chyualo HIL

Flying high

I t was exactly twenly years ago
when our fledgling trust employed
the lirst communily game scouts in
the Chyulu Hills. Well, actually, they
were three barafoot Maasai warriors,
untrained and without eguipment
or support, sent into the hills 1o look
lor and retrieve poaching snares

These men were so effective that
averthe years the game scoul team
an Mbirikani Group Ranch has grown
to filty-Tive entformed men, trained.
armed and supporied by two vehicles
wio matorbikes, two denleys, lwo
tracker dogs, and a Super Cub!
Thanks lo our donors, he tewo-seater
agroplane 1s the jewel in the crown
to date af all Tusk donations to (he
Maasailand Preservation Trust

The Super Eub has come at a very

crucmal imae lor we have axpanded

Qperatinns from the jLI:I_-_'II__Il:I acr
Mbarikam Group Ranch o include
areas as 1ar away as the Tanzanar
horder where pur scouls underfake
cross-border pperations wath their
Tanzaman counterparis. The plane
will be Used for supparting game seoul
ground operations in general; aeria
survelllance for the Chyulu Rhino

Project 1o help protect Kenya's only

remaining wild population of black
rhing; tr acking radio-collared lions:
conducting garme counts and

facilhit ating all-impartant liamson will
EWS and the communities who live

here with wildlile, For il is these

cammunlies that will su

y hawve the
final say so as to whether the Ambosali
Teavo ecosystem will survive

Ir 2007 Tusk agreed to support

the running costs of Bosco-ana Jody,

i ¥ CritH biard bl ol Ak
and il twao blogdhounds

[alias Snor
that were donated by Ol Jog Lid
ludy and Bosco have been exiremely

successiul. Im ther first six months,

they hiave been respone

o for eloven
arrests directiy attnbutable to their
grllfing chills. Thelr imagt surcessiy
frack-up to date involved & group of
cottle rustlers. The bloodhounds got
gn'to the tracks at about 2.00 pm and
fallowead the rustlers until sunsoet,
slept on the tranl, and cantinued at
first light, sventually catching thie
thieves around 11,00 am the next day
ion the Trust was

{n another accas

informed that & well-Kr ' poac her

had Killed an aland. The scouts
searched his house and found nothing,
Ihen called the dogs in who tracked

bhack o whers he had come from and

feird an eland, neatly bulehered and



hanging ina tres, awailing transport Tusk and other like-minded conservation

il 2
to market. orgamsations will deterrmine whether [\‘151 asal fju g H?“._HE
Tusk has become such a pillar of wie succeed or fail - the latter of which

MNine Maasail warriors could not have been furlher
support lor the Trust, whather it be 15 nat an option

from their native savannah plains when they took part
ranger boots, radios, tracker dogs

in a surfing event in California to raise: maney for the
fincluding the all important

Maasailand Preservation Trust in Kenya
sausage that is the reward alte ﬁ

Organised by Tyler Reed, a professional surfer, in
eviry training session), Tuel,
conjunction with Tusk USA, the warriors took tothe rotling
salaring, construction of ranger
seas af the Pacific Ocean in their full regalia - a hrst for
CAIMpS, and much, much more
them-and for many sunbathers on the beach!
of thie mitly-gnitty that makos
The group had been invited to the States by the San
canservation work possible

Diego Zoological Society 1o ceiebrate Maasal cullure and
in what looks like the most :

- help raise awareness of the plight of the African Lion
challenging year to date this support

i& negded more than ever. As | write,

Kenya is suffering from a devastating
humanitarian crisis with huge

: Some of the game scouls achievements in 2007
econamic implications. mcluding
: ) Game meat poacher arresis 28
the virtual collapse af tourism

This meltdawn. in tuth. means that Charcoal burner/stalen timber arrests. 34

loiricm-Based MEarme <ources for Yehicles impounded with illegal goods: 3

conservalion will fall well below Snares recovered 560
budgeted expectations for national Foisoned arrows recoversd 14
parks and private conservancies alike Elephants lreated for spear wounds z
The management of these wildlife People evacuated with wildlife injuries 2
habitats will become even more Elephant tusks recovered 4

#i ALie Til -
lenuous and the engoing support of Stolen livestock recoversd &3





